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OUR BIRDS IN THE AUTUMN OF 1912. 



BY BROTHER ALPHONSUS, C. S. C. 



August the 21st is the date from which the records for 
the season start. The Killdeer was absent 8 days after the 23rd. 
This species in August, flies about in small flock — probably 
families — and may occur in certain locality only occasionally. 
In September there were 10 records of this species; in October, 
12; in November none. What was said of the Killdeer in August 
is substantially true of the species during the rest of its stay in 
autumn. 

The Kingfisher was recorded 3 times in August, 5 times in 
September, 3 times in October and not once in November. These 
records indicate that this species is uncommon after August 29th. 
During autumn the Kingfisher must move from one place to another 
until it finally disappears altogether. 

Records of the House Wren become rare after August 15th. 
In August there were 4 ; in September 1 ; in October 1 . The 
scarcity of observations is due to the fact that the species usually 
stays in brush heaps or wood piles in autumn, and unless such 
places are visited in numbers, the observer may fail to find the 
Wren. 

Like the Wren, the Catbird and Brown Thrasher are partial 
to certain places in autumn. They stay in thickets which 
border roadsides, and are very quiet, seldom uttering even a 
call-note. Sometimes they may be seen in the road feeding. In 
August there were 2 records for the Catbird; in September, 8. 
The Brown Thrasher was observed twice in August and the same 
in September. 

For the Flicker in August there were 3 records ; in September, 
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10; in October, i. After the ioth of September, there were but 
3 records, very widely apart. A probable explanation of the 
great difference between these three records is the following. 
Before the ioth of September most of this species that were res- 
ident here during summer migrated south, while those seen after 
this date were birds from farther north. 

In September the Yellow-billed Cuckoo was recorded 5 times, 
the greatest difference between any two of the dates being 13 days. 
No doubt the species was abundant in our locality until the date 
of its departure on Sept. 25.; and should, therefore, have been 
seen often during the first half of the month. No satisfactory 
explanation offers itself for such a long period of absence. 

The Bluebird shows no records for August, 3 for September, 
none for October, 1 for November. In autumn this species is 
known to gather in considerable flocks, which feed in favorable 
localities. Should the observer not visit such a place, he may 
not see a single individual of the species for many weeks. There 
were 48 days between the last two dates on which the writer 
saw the Bluebird this autumn. 

In the Meadowlark we have a species that disappears in 
late summer for more than a month. This year the time of migra- 
tion was from August 2 to Sept. 1 9 — 48 days. After its reappearance, 
the species may be found regularly until its final migration. 

After August 16th, the Vesper Sparrow was recorded but 
once — Sept. 29th. It is difficult to record this species when the 
song season is over. Being a bird that resorts to outlying fields 
and pastures, the observer has to go out of his usual way to find 
the species. I was fortunate to make this one accidental record, 
for otherwise I should have missed the date of migration by a 
big margin. 

The Mourning Dove was regularly seen in August and in 
September until the 8th. After this date there were two irregular 
records for September and none during the rest of the season. 
In other years I have made fortunate records of this species in 
October, which, I think, is the month when the Dove finally 
departs. As the species is not abundant, the observer must find 
it difficult to record toward the end of its stay in the north. 

The Phoebe was recorded 3 times in September and October. 
These dates are late in September and early in October. Like the 
Meadowlark this species migrates in summer. This year the 
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bird disappeared on July 31 and was absent until Sept. 25 — 56 
days. When the last brood is fledged, the families wander about 
in field and grove, and thus may be wholly absent from certain 
localitites until they begin to pass south in force. 

A number of species were recorded but a few times, indicating 
that they were migrants passing rapidly to the south. Such were: 
Crested Flycatcher, Purple Martin, Baltimore Oriole, Chipping 
Sparrow in September ; Sapsucker, Yellow Palm Warbler, Hermit 
Thrush in October; Bluebird, Bronzed Crackle, Canada Goose, 
Northern Shrike in November; Song and Tree Sparrows, Yellow 
Rail in December. 

August. 
Crow, 2i, 23, 25, 29, 31. Catbird, 23, 24. 

Blue Jay, 21 to 31. Kingfisher, 21. 

Robin, 21, 22, 23, 25 to 28, 30. Red-headed Woodpecker, 21 to 

3i- 



Song Sparrow, 21 to 31. 
Bronzed Crackle, 21 to 31. 
Killdeer, 21, 22, 23. 
Field Sparrow, 23, 24, 26, 30, 31. 
Mourning Dove, 21, 23, 24, 27. 

30. 
Screech Owl, 25. 
Kingfisher, 21, 22, 23. 
House Wren, 21, 26, 28. 
Chimney Swift, 21, 23 to 30. 
Warbling Vireo, 21, 23 to 27, 

29, 30, 3 1 - 
Baltimore Oriole, 21, 24, 25, 

27, 3i- 
Indigo Bird, 21, 23, 24,25,30,31. 

Total number of species seen, 29. 
September. 



Brown Thrasher, 21, 26. 
Downy Woodpedcker, 21, 25, 

2 7. 29, 30, 31. 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 21, 

26, 30. 31. 
Goldfinch, 21 to 3 1 . 
Flicker, 23, 27, 29. 
Wood Pewee, 21 to 31. 
Yellowlegs, 21, 24, 29. 
Bobwhite, 25. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 29, 31. 
Wilson Warbler, 30. 
Cedarbird, 29, 30. 



Crow, 7, 8, 11 to 15, 18, 23, 

27, 28, 29. 

Blue Jay, 1 to 16, 18 to 25, 27, 

28, 29. 

Robin, 1, 3, 4 to 11, 13, 14, 19, 

20, 22, 23, 24, 28, 29. 

Bluebird, 12, 18, 20. 



Song Sparrow, 1 to 6, 8, 12, 13, 

17, 21 to 30. 
Meadowlark, 19, 22, 26, 27, 

28, 29. 
Bronzed Grackle, 1, 2, 4 to 11, 

13 to 16, 18, 20, 22, 25 to 28. 
Killdeer, 3, 5, 6, 21 to 25, 27. 
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Vesper Sparrow, 29. 
Mourning Dove, 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 

17, 22. 
Cowbird, 6, 10. 15, 18, 20, 22, 

25, 26, 27, 29, 30.. 
Screech Owl, 5, 28. 
Kingfisher, 5, 12, 14, 21, 23. 
House Wren, 17. 
Chimney Swift, 1 to 6, 8 to 12, 

15, 18, 19, 20, 22, 24, 25, 28. 
Warbling Vireo, 1, 3, 4 to 10, 12. 
Baltimore Oriole, 2, 4. 
Indigo Bird, 1 to 8, 21. 
Catbird, 4 to 8, 13, 14, 17. 
Purple Martin, 3, 4. 
Red-headed Woodpecker, 1, 2, 

4, 5, 8. 
Brown Thrasher, 11, 12. 
Whip-poor-will, 19. 
Chipping Sparrow, 1,3. 
Downy Woodpecker, 4, 5, 14, 

17, 26, 28, 29. 
Total number of species seen, 41. 

October. 



White-breasted Nuthatch, 1, 2, 

5, 6, 9, 14, 15, 16, 21, 24, 28. 
Goldfinch, 1, 2, 4 to 7, 9, 14, 16, 

21, 22, 23, 25, 27 to 30. 
Flicker, 1, 3, 4 to 8, 10, 14, 27. 
Phoebe, 25, 29, 30. 
Wood Pewee, 1 to 4, 8, 9, 13, 

16, 17. 
Yellowlegs, 5. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 1, 14. 16, 

21, 24. 
Crested Flycatcher, 2. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, 4. 
Herring Gull, 1 1 . 
Black-throated Green Warbler, 

16, 21, 23. 
Redstart, 19. 
Myrtle Warbler, 30. 
White-throated Sparrow, 26, 27, 

29. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 28. 
Snowbird, 28, 29. 



Crow, 1, 7, 10, 12, 15, 16, 19, 21, 

22, 23, 25, 26, 28, 30, 31. 
Blue Jay, 1 to 13, 15 to 19, 21, 

22, 24, 25, 26, 28 to 31. 
Bluebird, 1, 14, 16. 
Song Sparrow, 1 to 5, 7, 8, 10, 

11, 14 to 17, 20, 21, 24, 26, 

28, 31. 
Robin, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 11, 13, 

14," 17, 20, 21, 24, 26. 
Meadowlark, 2, 5, 6, 7, 14. 
Bronzed Grackle, 1 to 6, 8 to 16, 

18 to 21. 
Towhee, 15, 16, 23. 
Field Sparrow, 2, 3, 9, 10, 15. 



Cowbird, 1, 2, 3, 10. 

Screech Owl, 19. 

Kingfisher, 1, 8, 26. 

House Wren, 7. 

Downy Woodpecker, 1, 2, 5, 6, 

7, 12, 16, 17, 25, 27 to 31. 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 1, 5 

to 14, 16, 21, 22, 23, 26 to 30. 
Goldfinch, 1, 2, 7, 11, 12 to 16, 

18, 21, 23, 26, 28, 30. 
Flicker, 14. 
Phoebe, 1, 2, 3. 
Chickadee, 15. 
Myrtle Warbler, 1, 2, 4, 7, 15, 

16, 26. 
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Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1, 5, 

6, 9. I2 > I 3. 15. l6 > r 9> 21. 
Snowbird, 1, 2, 5 to 8, 10, 12 

to 31. 
Brown Creeper, 1, 15, 18, 21. 
Sapsucker, 2. 
White-throated Sparrow, 2 to 5, 

7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14 to 20, 22, 24. 
Killdeer, 5, 8 to 11, 17, 18, 20. 
Red-winged Blackbird, 2, 31. 

Total number of species seen, 36 



Cardinal, 11. 
Hell Diver, 9, 15. 
Yellow Palm Warbler, 1 r . 
Hermit Thrush, 12. 
Sparrow Hawk, 18. 
Canada Geese, 23. 
Yellowlegs, 24. 
Tree Sparrow, 25, 28, 30. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, 25. 



Blue Jay, 1, 3, 4, 6 to 12, 14, 

15, 16, 18 to 21, 2 5to 30. 
Crow, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 

18, 22, 23, 25, 27, 28, 30. 
Song Sparrow, 2, 7, 12, 20, 25. 
Bluebird, 7. 
Downy Woodpecker, 3, 4, 7 to 

12, 14, 15, 17 to 22, 25, 28, 30 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 2, 3 

4, 5, 7, 9, 1 1 to 16, 19 to 23, 25 
Goldfinch, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 15, 16, 18 
Chickadee, 7, 9, 11 to 17, 25, 29 
Snowbird, 1 to 7, 9 to 23, 25 

27, 29. 

Total number of species seen, 19. 



November. 

Tree Sparrow, 1, 2, 5, 7, 8, 11, 

12, 13, 15, 17 to 22', 25. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2, 3, 

4, 7- 
Bronzed Grackle, 7. 
Screech Owl, 9, 17. 
Brown Creeper, 11 to 15, i8 to 

22, 24. 
Cardinal, 12. 
Canada Geese, 17. 
Hairy Woodpecker, 21. 
Northern Shrike, 25. 
Herring Gull, 30. 



December. 



Blue Jay, 1, 3> 4- 
Chickadee, 1, 2, 4. 
Suowbird, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
Crow, 3, 4. 
Song Sparrow, 5. 



Downy Woodpecker, 4. 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 4, 5. 
Tree Sparrow, 2, 5. 
Brown Creeper, 1, 3. 
Yellow Rail, 3. 



Total number of species seen, 10. 
Total number of species in autumn, 58. 



